Related literature
Metal-organic coordination complexes of N,N 0 -bis(salicylidene)ethylenediamine (salen) Schiff-base derivatives have been studied extensively within the fields of homogeneous catalysis (Wezenberg & Kleij, 2008) , non-linear optics (Rigamonti et al., 2006) , magnetics (Yuan et al., 2007) and biological metalloenzyme mimics (Laskin et al., 2008) .
Experimental
2.1. Crystal data [Zn 4 (C 19 
Data collection
Bruker SMART APEX CCD areadetector diffractometer Absorption correction: multi-scan (SADABS; Sheldrick, 1996) T min = 0.742, T max = 0.849 6281 measured reflections 4497 independent reflections 3969 reflections with I > 2(I) R int = 0.013 
Refinement
R
À3
Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2004 ); cell refinement: SAINT-Plus (Bruker, 2001) ; data reduction: SAINT-Plus; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: XP in SHELXTL; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL. The metal-organic coordination complexes of N,N′-bis(salicylidene)ethylenediamine (salen) Schiff-base derivatives were extensively studied within the field of homogeneous catalysis (Wezenberg et al., 2008) , nonlinear optic (Rigamonti et al., 2006) , magnetics (Yuan et al., 2007) , and biological metalloenzymes mimic (Laskin et al., 2008) . Recently, the compartmental salen ligands derived from the 2:1 condensation between 3-methoxysalicylaldehyde and corresponding diamines allowing for two metal ions located in dissimilar N 2 O 2 and O 4 cavities bridged by phenolic oxygen atoms, which bring interesting magnetic phenomena and intriguing optical properties. Herein, a novel heterometallic tetranuclear (Zn) 4 compound has been obtained by step-by-step method and its structure is described. The final mass of product was 0.0966 g.
S3. Refinement
The coordinates of the difference H atoms bound to C atoms were placed using the HFIX commands in SHELXL-97, with C-H distances of 0.93-0.97 Å. All H atoms were allowed for as riding atoms with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C) or 1.5U eq (C). The orientation of hydrogen atoms of methyl groups of acetate was allowed to refine subject to geometric restraints.
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